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December 14, 2015  
 

Two Century Jr. High teachers receive 
TIES Awards 

 
FOREST LAKE, MINN. – Two teachers from Century Junior High School, Kimberly Jones and 
Tracy Larson, will be recognized as TIES Exceptional Teachers. The presentation of their awards 
will take place on Dec. 15 at the TIES 2015 Education Technology Conference at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in Minneapolis 
 
The TIES Exceptional Teacher award recognizes teachers who model best practices in technology 
in their classrooms and engage students in learning. The teachers are chosen for the award by 
their superintendents. 
 
Jones has taught mathematics at Century Junior High School since 2006. A few years ago, Jones 
made the decision to “flip” her classroom and engaged teaching colleague Larson to do the same.  
 
Flipping the classroom allows students to watch lectures at home and get one-on-one homework 
help in the classroom. This allows every student to work at their own pace, re-watching difficult 
parts of the lecture.  
 
For the last three school years, Kim has worked collaboratively with Tracy to flip instruction of 
Algebra 8 coursework. 
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Larson has taught mathematics at Century Junior High School since 1993. As a teacher, Larson 
has served as the secondary mathematics district department chair, as well as building department 
chair. She has worked to implement best practice strategies in her classroom as well as ensuring 
an alignment of elementary and junior high math instruction. 
 
Jones and Larson have done this work without the support of digital integrationists, working on 
the premise that flipping their classroom practice benefits students. They have maximized limited 
resources to create videos that students view outside of class. Class periods are then spent on 
hands-on practice with teacher support. Classroom data would show that this practice has been a 
benefit to students. Although perhaps working with a less than ideal situation, their planning and 
implementation demonstrates how to effectively utilize technology to increase student 
achievement without the benefit of a one-to-one program. 
 
In addition to being recognized with a certificate at the conference, both Jones and Larson will be 
featured in the TIES Exceptional Teachers publication. 
 
School districts participating in the TIES Exceptional Teacher award program are members of 
TIES, an education technology consortium of 47 Minnesota school districts. 
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